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under sugar. Cinchona plantations have long existed in the moun-
tain districts, especially in the west. Partly owing to the favour-
able conditions under which it is grown, and partly owing to the
superior methods adopted for the improvement of the bark, the
Javanese product has practically ousted that of other countries
from the world's markets. Other exports include cocoa, tapioca,
and pepper.
The commerce of Java is carried on mainly from the ports on the
north coast. Batavia is the seat of the Government, and through
its harbour at Tanjong Priok passes most of the trade of the western
part of the island. Semarang, an open roadstead, serves the central
districts, and Surabaya is an important trading centre in the east.
Tjilatjap, near the centre of the south coast, is protected by a
small island from the south-east trade winds. These various
ports are connected with one another by rail, and an extensive
system of steam trains renders nearly the whole island accessible
to trade.
SUMATRA. The island of Sumatra has an area of about 163,000
square miles and a population of 8,000,000. The west of the island
is mountainous, and the east a flat, alluvial plain. Much of the
latter region is still covered with dense forests, but within recent
years there has been great economic development: large rubber
plantations owned by European and American companies have been
established on the east coast, mainly in the region opposite Malaya;
while in the south, in Palembang, the cultivation of rubber by
natives, Javanese peasants for the most part, has added greatly to
the output of Sumatra, which now produces over one-half of the
rubber of the Netherlands East Indies. * Along the east coast, also,
the oil-palm is grown on European plantations, and palm-oil and
palm-kernels are 4 exported; other plantation crops include tea
and tobacco.. Pepper is cultivated mainly by the natives in the
south of Sumatra, which is one of the most important pepper-pro-
ducing areas in the world. The mineral wealth of the island appears
to be greater than that of Java. Petroleum is found in various
places, and some coal is also worked. Banka and Billiton, which
lies off the east coast of Sumatra, are famous for their tin; tinder a'
1 Not only did native rubber contribute to the fall in price of that com-
modity, but the reason given by the Netherlands East Indies for refusing to
agree to restriction is that it is impossible to regulate the output of native
rubber.